THROUGH THE EYES OF THE TRAVELLERS
1. One of the most important descriptions of the city of Vijayanagara in the fifteenth century comes from -----------------, a diplomat who came visiting from Herat.
A. Barbarossa
B. Ibn Battuta
C. Abdur Razzaq 
D. Al- Biruni
Ans. C. Abdur Razzaq
2. Consider the following statement(s) related to Al-Biruni.
I. Al-Biruni received the best education available at that time and was well versed in several languages: Syriac, Arabic, Persian, English, Hebrew and Sanskrit.
II.    Al-Biruni’s Kitab-ul-Hind, written in Persian, is simple and lucid.

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
A. Only I
B. Only II
C. Both I and II
D. Neither I nor II
Ans. D. Neither I nor II
3. Consider the following statement(s) related to Rihla.
I. It dealt on the social and cultural life in the subcontinent in the fourteenth century.
II. Writer of this book was born in Tangier into one of the most respectable and educated families known for their expertise in Islamic religious law or shari‘a.
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct?
A. Only I
B. Only II
C. Both I and II
D. Neither I nor II
Ans. C. Both I and II
4. Which of the following traveller defined that it took forty days to travel from Multan to Delhi and about fifty days from Sind to Delhi.?
A. Ibn-Battuta
B. Al-Biruni
C. Mahmood Of Gaznavi
D. Both A & B
Ans. A. Ibn-Battuta
5. Which of the following statement is incorrect as per the Ibn battuat’s description about Indian communication system?
A. Ibn Battuta was not so amazed by the work of the postal system which allowed merchants to not only send information and remit credit across long distances, but also to dispatch goods required at short notice.
B. Ibn Battuta describes the postal system: the horse post, called uluq, is run by royal horses stationed at a distance of every four miles. The foot-post has three stations per mile; it is called dawa that is one-third of a mile.
C. When the courier starts from the city, he holds the letter in one hand and the rod with its bells on the other; and he runs as fast as he can.
D. The foot-post is quicker than the horse-post; and often it is used to transport the fruits of Khurasan which are much desired in India.
Ans. A
6. Consider the following statements regarding the account of Ibn Battuta:
I. From the account of Ibn Battuta, it appears that there was considerable differentiation among slaves while female slaves in the service of their Sultan were expert in music and dance.
II. Slaves were generally used for domestic labour, and Ibn Battuta found their services    
     particularly indispensable for carrying women and men on palanquins or dola.
III. The price of slaves, particularly female slaves required for domestic labour, was very low, 
      and most families who could afford to do so kept at least one or two of them.

Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct?
A. Only I
B. I and II
C. I and III
D. All of the above
Ans. D. All of the above
7. “Travels in the Mughal Empire” is an account of which of the following travellers to India?
A. Al-Biruni
B. Abdur Razzaq 
C. [bookmark: _Hlk43570660]Francois Bernier
D. Ibn Battuta
Ans. C. Francois Bernier
8. Consider the following statements regarding the contemporary European travellers and writers:
I. The contemporary European travellers and writers often highlighted the treatment of   women as a crucial marker of difference between Western and Eastern societies.
II. Albiruni chose the practice of sati for detailed description and he noted that while some women seemed to embrace death cheerfully, others were forced to die.
III. While Bernier mentioned in his account that he saw most beautiful young widow 
      sacrificed, who could not have been more than twelve years of age.

Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct?
A. Only I
B. I and II
C. I and III
D. All of the above
Ans. C. I and III
9. Consider the following statements regarding the differences mentioned by Bernier between Mughal India and Europe in his account:
I. According to Bernier, there was lack of private property in land in Mughal India while there was not such private ownership of land in Europe.
II. Bernier thought that in the Mughal Empire the emperor owned all the land and  
         distributed it among his nobles, and that this had fruitful for the economy and society.
III. The absence of private property in land had, therefore, prevented the emergence of the class of “improving” landlords (as in Western Europe) with a concern to maintain or improve the land.

Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct?
A. Only I
B. I and II
C. I and III
D. All of the above
Ans. C. I and III
10. Who among the following travellers have mentioned “a strange nation” when he saw the populated port of Calicut?
A. Al-Biruni
B. Abdur Razzaq 
C. Berneir
D. Ibn Battuta
Ans. B. Abdur Razzaq
11. Which of the following travellers was appointed as the Qazi or judge of Delhi by the Muhammad bin Tughlaq?
A. Al-BIruni
B. Mahmood of Gaznavi
C. Both A & B
D. Ibn-Battuta
Ans. D. Ibn-Battuta
12. Name the first Portuguese traveller to come to India in the 16th Century
A. Domingo Paes 
B. [bookmark: _Hlk43577966]Duarte Barbosa
C. Nicolas de Conti
D. None of These
Ans. B. Duarte Barbosa
13. Which of the following languages was Al-biruni not well versed in?
A. Syriac
B. Greek
C. Arabic
D. Persian
Ans. B. Greek
14. Kitab-ul-Hind was written by Al Biruni in which language?
A. Greek
B. Sanskrit
C. Persian
D. Arabic
Ans. D. Arabic
15. To which Mughal Prince was François Bernier, a personal Physician ?
A. Dara Shukoh
B. Prince Salim
C. Prince Khurram
D. Aurengzeb
Ans. A. Dara Shukoh
16. Ibn Battuta received literary and scholastic education when he was quite young because
A. [bookmark: _Hlk43577897]It was a family tradition
B. it was the practice of the time
C. His father wanted him to be educated so
D. He was Al Biruni's relative
Ans. A. It was a family tradition
17. Which of the following developed the theory of the Asiatic mode of production?
A. Montesquieu
B. [bookmark: _Hlk43578073]Karl Marx
C. Francois Bernier
D. Mao Zhedong
Ans. B. Karl Marx 
18. What is Zaytun now known as?
A. Beijing
B. Quanzhou
C. Quapqal
D. shanghai
Ans. B. Quanzhou
19. The famous work composed by Ibn Battuta was --------
A. Rhila
B. Tahqiq -i- Hind
C. Travels in the Mughal Empire
D. None of these
Ans. A. Rhila
20. Name the Italian doctor who was settled in India and never returned back to Italy
A. Jean Baptiste
B. Nicholas de Conti
C. Rousseau
D. Manucci
Ans. D.Manucci
21. With reference to Francois Bernier, consider the following statements:
I.  He was associated with Danishmand Khan, an Armenian noble at the Mughal court as an intellectual and scientist.
II.  He dedicated his major writing to Louis XIV, the king of France
III.  In virtually every instance Bernier described what he saw in India in a comfortable zone in comparison to developments in Europe.
Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct?
A.	Only I
B.	I and II
C.	I and III
D.	All of the above
Ans. B. I and II
22. According to Bernier , in Mughal India what was responsible for the uniform ruination of agriculture and excessive oppression of the peasantry?
A. Presence of Private property 
B. Absence of Private Property
C. Both A & B
D. None of the above
Ans. B. Absence of Private property
23. Who said that - its king was the king of “beggars and barbarians”; its cities and towns were ruined and contaminated with “ill air”; and its fields, “overspread with bushes” and full of “pestilential marishes”.
A. Jean Baptiste Travernier
B. Duarte Babosa
C. Louis XIV
D. Francois Bernier
Ans. D. Francois Bernier
24. The official Chronicler of Emperor Akbar was------------
A. Faizi
B. Amir Khusrho
C. Shaikh Mubarak
D. [bookmark: _Hlk43584417]Abul Fazl
Ans. D. Abul Fazl
25. The idea of Oriental Despotism was developed by-----------
A. Montesquieu
B. Jean Rousseau
C. Francois Bernier
D. Karl Marx
Ans. A. Montesquieu
26. Which of the following statement is/are not correct about Indian cities as described by Ibn Battuta
I. Indian cities were sparsely populated
II. Markets were the hub of social, cultural and economic activities
III. Markets were dull and colourful and had a variety of goods
IV. They had both Mosque and Temple and had Spacers for public performers
A. Only I
B. I and II
C. [bookmark: _Hlk43585379]I and III
D. All of the above
Ans. C. I and III
27. [bookmark: _Hlk43586541]Which of the following was not associated with Bernier’s style of writing?
A. He was concerned with comparing and contrasting things in India with Europe
B. He had emphasized on superiority of Europe in general and France in particular
C. [bookmark: _Hlk43588661]He perceived differences hierarchically and shows India inferior to the western world
D. [bookmark: _Hlk43586438]Highlighted anything that was unfamiliar and different
Ans.  D. Highlighted anything that was unfamiliar and different
28. Which of the following was not associated with AL-Biruni’s style of writing?
A. Highlighted anything that was unfamiliar and different
B. Al-Biruni adopted geometric structure, remarkable for its precision and predictability
C. Beginning with a question, following this up with a description based on Sanskritic traditions
D. In conclusion shows India inferior to Persia
Ans. D. In conclusion shows India inferior to Persia
29. It is a seventeenth-eighteenth centuries terracotta image. Here some of the passengers are holding weapons. Identify the place.
[image: ]
A. [bookmark: _Hlk43589306] From a temple in Bengal
B. From a temple in Karnataka
C. From a temple in Maharashtra
D. From Jagannath temple, Puri
Ans. A. From a temple in Bengal
30. Why did Ibn Battuta highlight particularly unfamiliar things in his book Rhila?
A. To ensure that the listener or the reader was suitably impressed by accounts of distant yet accessible worlds.
B. To develop his popularity
C. Both A and B
D. None of these
Ans. A
31. In 1017, Sultan Mahmud invaded Khwarizm. Where is Khwarizm?
A. Tajikistan
B. Afghanistan
C. Uzbekistan
D. Pakistan
Ans. C. Uzbekistan
32. Which of the following was not one of the barriers that Al Biruni faced while writing Kitab-ul – Hind?
A. Ideas and concepts could not be easily translated
B. Difference in religious beliefs and practices
C. The self-absorption and consequent insularity of the local population
D. Existence of caste system 
Ans. D. Existence of caste system
33. Which of the following was not among the four social categories in ancient Persia?
A. knights and princes
B. monks, fire-priests and lawyers
C. physicians, astronomers and other scientists 
D. Soldiers, Slaves and menial workers
Ans. A. Soldiers, Slaves and menial workers
34. Al-Biruni’s description of the caste system was deeply influenced by his study of -------- Sanskrit texts.
A. Normative
B. Structural
C. Didactic
D. None of these
Ans. A. Normative
35. Which of the following statement is/are correct regarding caste system in India?
I. The categories defined as antyaja were often expected to provide inexpensive labour to both peasants and zamindars 
II. They were often subjected to social oppression, 
III. They were not included within economic networks.
A. I and III only
B. II and III only
C. I and II only
D. I, II and III only
Ans. C. I and II only
36. As per Ibn Battuta the postal system was so efficient that while it took fifty days to reach Delhi from Sind, the news reports of spies would reach the Sultan through the postal system in just ------------- days.
A. 04
B. 05
C. 06
D. 10
Ans. B. 05
37. What according to Bernier was one of the fundamental differences between Mughal India and Europe?
A. Existence of Caste System
B. One person one vote
C. Existence of private property
D. Lack of Private Property
Ans. A. Lack of Private Property 
38. In Bernier’s Opinion crown ownership of land was  harmful for------------.
A. For the State
B. For the People
C. For both state and people
D. None of these
Ans. C. For both state and people
39. Which of the following statement is /are not true regarding Crown ownership of land?
I. The emperor owned all the land and distributed it among his nobles
II. landholders could not pass on their land to their children
III. They were averse to any long-term investment in the sustenance and expansion 
IV. The absence of private property in land, allowed the emergence of middle class
A.	I and II only
B.	II and III only
C.	I and IV only
D.	I, II and III only
Ans. D.  I, II and III only
40. Who described Indian society as consisting of undifferentiated masses of impoverished people, subjugated by a small minority of a very rich and powerful ruling class. Between
the poorest of the poor and the richest of the rich, there was no social group or class worth the name. Bernier confidently asserted: “There is no middle state in India.”
A. Al Biruni
B. Ibn Battuta
C. Francois Bernier
D. Montesquieu
Ans. C. Francois Bernier
41. Who describes the land revenue as “remunerations of sovereignty”?
A. Faizi
B. Abul Fazl
C. Abdur Razzak
D. Duarte Barbosa
Ans. B. Abul Fazl
42. During the seventeenth century about -----------of the population lived in towns.
A. 10%
B. 12%
C. 15%
D. 16%
Ans. C. 15%
43. Assertion (A) : There were all kinds of towns: manufacturing towns, trading towns, port- 
                           towns, sacred centres, pilgrimage towns, etc. 
Reason (R) : Their existence is an index of the prosperity of merchant communities and 
                       professional classes.
A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B. Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C. A is true but R is false.
D. A is false but R is true.
Ans. A
44. Give the meaning of the term ‘Antyaja’.
Ans. Antyaja literally means a person born outside the system. They were often expected to provide inexpensive labour to both peasants and zamindars.
45. Name the traveller for whom the term, globe-trotter, is used.
Ans. Ibn Battuta
46. Choose the correct option:
The European traveller who has given a detailed description of the practice of Sati.
A. Jean Baptiste Tavernier
B. Manucci
C. Francois Bernier
D. Roberto Nobili
Ans. C. Francois Bernier
47. Who was Nagarsheth?
Ans. In urban centres such as Ahmedabad the mahajans were collectively represented by the 
         chief of the merchant community who was called the nagarsheth.
48. To whom did Muhammad bin Tughlaq give a hundred thousand tankas (coins) and
two hundred slaves for an excellent sermon?
A. Ibn Battuta
B. Nasiruddin
C. Asaf Khan
D. Amir Khusroh
Ans. B. Nasiruddin
49. As per the statement of Ibn Battuta, why did the emperor appoint female slaves?
A. Were experts in music and dance
B. To keep a watch on his nobles
C. For domestic labour
D. The price of slaves
Ans. B. To keep a watch on his nobles 
50. Assertion (A) : Women were confined to the private spaces of their homes
Reason (R) :   Their labour was crucial in both agricultural and non-agricultural production.
A.	Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.
B.	Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
C.	A is true but R is false.
D.	A is false but R is true.
Ans. B
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