KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA SANGATHAN, BHUBANESWAR REGION
		MODEL QUESTION PAPER (CH.1)
SUB: HISTORY ( 027)
CLASS : XII

1. Which of the following statement is not correct:                                                                       1
a. Carefully planned drainage system
b.  Bones of fish and fowl are  found
c. Amri –Nal are matured Harappan site
d.  Mohenjo –daro literally means mound of dead
Ans. C.Amri –Nal are matured Harappan site. Correct: Amri –Nal are Early Harappan site
2. Which of the following statement is not correct:                                                                       1
a.  In Dholavira and Lothal  entire site was fortified
b.  The Citadel within Lothal was not walled off, but was built at a height.
c.  Most Harappan settlements have a small high western part and a larger lower eastern section
d.  streets with drains were laid out  after houses built 
Ans. D. streets with drains were laid out first and then houses built along them  
3. Specialised drills are not found from which of the following city sites?                                   1
a. Chanhudaro
b. Dholavira
c. Harappa
d. Lothal
Ans. C. Harappa
4. Match the following:                                                                                                           1
   
	             A
	       B

	a. Shortughai
	1. Shell

	b. Nageshwar
	2. Copper

	c. Lothal
	3.   Lapis Lazuli

	d. Khetri

	4.   Carnelian



a. a-1,b-2,c-3,d-4
b. a-2,b-4,c-1,d-3
c. a-3,b-1,c-4,d-2
d. a-3,b-4,c-3,d-4
Ans. C (a. Shortughai- 3.   Lapis Lazuli, b. Nageshwar- 1.Shell, c. Lothal- 4.Carnelian, d. Khetri-2. Copper)
5. After 1900 BCE a transformation of material culture, marked by the disappearance of the distinctive artefacts of the Harappan civilization are noticed by the historians. With what name this phase of the civilization  is known?                                                                         1
a. Early Harappa
b. Matured Harappa
c. Successor Culture
d. None of these
Ans. C. Successor Culture or Late Harappan Culture
6. The longest Harappan inscriptions are of how many signs?                                                     1
a. 26                            
b. 24
c. 400
d. 260
Ans. a. 26
7. Which method is used by the international archaeologists to recover traces of clay, stone, metal and plant and animal remains as well as to minutely analyse every scrap of available evidence.                                                                                                                                    1                           
a. Stratigraphy
b. Surface Exploration
c. Subsurface methods
d. Geophysical methods
Ans. b. Surface Exploration
8. The lower and higher denominations of Harappan weights were generally ------- and -------- respectively.                                                                                                                              1                                            
a. Decimal and Binary
b. Binary and Decimal
c. Only Decimal
d. Only Binary
Ans.b.  Binary and Decimal
9. With what name Khetri area with its distinctive non-Harappan pottery and an unusual wealth of copper objects is called?                                                                                                                                      1
a. Ganeshwar- Jodhpura Culture
b. Ahar- Banas Culture
c. RBW Culture
d. Bagor –kayatha Culture
Ans. a. Ganeshwar- Jodhpura Culture
10. John Marshall brought experience of working in ------and --------- to excavate Harappa.       1
a. Parthian and Sasanian
b. Ctesiphon and Baghdad
c. Greece and Crete
d. None of these
11. Who   published the first book on Indian Archaeology in 1961 with the title “ The story of Indian Archaeology” ?                                                                                                              1
a. R D Banerjee
b. Daya Ram Sahni 
c. R E M Wheeler
d. Sourindra Nath Roy   
Ans. d. Sourindra Nath Roy   

12.  How do historians identify the centre of craft production?                                               3
· In order to identify the centre of craft production, the Archeologist generally observes raw materials, tools, unfinished objects, rejects & waste materials.
· The waste materials are one of the best indicators of craft centres. For e.g. if shell or stone   
    is cut to make objects then pieces of these materials will be discovered as waste at the   
    place of production.
· For making beads varieties of materials were used like carnelian, jasper, crystal &steatite.
· Nageswar & Balakot are near sea coast, so they were specialized centre of making shell objects.
· For the preparation of various objects varieties of tools were used. So on the basis of tools found from a locality historians identify the centers.
· Sometimes large waste pieces were also used to make smaller objects but small objects were usually left in the work area which also confirms the centres of craft production.
13. Do you think that Harappa had a better system of administration?  Support your answer.                                                                                                                                      3
· It is very difficult to find out in part of the historians regarding administrative system of various Harappa sites.
· Archaeological records are showing some information on the basis of which archeologists believe that probably they had a better system administration.
· A large building from Mohenjo-Daro having small benches in a hall suggests that it was used as assembly hall.
· Similarly, a wooden statue with bearded figure is identified as first king. Historians are believing him as priest king on the basis of the Mesopotamian system of governance.
· But some historians are of the opinion that Harappan society had no rulers. It was an egalitarian society.
·  Some of the historians even if believing that each city had different system of administration but the resemblance in culture among the city sites of Harappa forcing the historians to think that there was a single system of administration.

14. Who was Alexander Cunningham? What was his confusion?                                            3
· Alexander Cunningham was the first Director General of Archeological survey of India (ISA).
· As early as 1875 he began Archaeological excavations & preferred to use texts &inscriptions as a guide to investigation.
· Cunningham’s main intension was in the archaeology of the early & latter historic period.
· He used the accounts left by Chinese& Buddhist pilgrims like Fa Hien and HuienTsang .
· He collected documented & translated inscription found during his surveys.
· But his greatest confusion was that Indian civilization was started with Ganges Valley. So whatever artifacts was getting, he tried to place them within the time frame with which he was familiar.
·  He did not realize how old these artifacts would be.
· Although, Harappa artefacts were found in a large number during his period still he missed an opportunity to discover the existence of a great civilization because of his stereos’ type attitude.
15.  How do the historians trace social differences of the Harappa’s?                                     8
· With the absence of literary evidence it is very difficult in part of Historians to find out the social differences among the Harappa's.
· Archeologist generally used certain strategies like artefacts from burial places & classifying objects as utilitarian & luxuries to find the social differences.
· At Burials in Harappa sites the dead were generally laid in pits. On the basis of the differences in the way the pits were made, the historians find social differences.
· Some graves contain pottery, ornaments etc. on the basis of these artefacts they used to draw a conclusion too.
· Similarly, jewelries have been found in burials of both men & women. At the cemetery in Harappa, an ornament consisting of 3 shell rings, as jasper bead & hundreds of micro beads was found near the skull of a male , so historians believes that both male & female were using ornaments.
· Like burials, the historian also adopts another strategy i.e. classifying utilitarian & luxuries to find social differences. The products which are made out of ordinary materials & easily available materials are included in the utilitarian category. For e.g.- Querns, pottery, needles, body scrubbers, etc.
· But the objects which are made of rare materials or procured from outside are brought under luxuries. Those products were probably used by the rich persons. For e.g.-faience pot are brought under luxuries as it needs a complicated procedure for  preparation. 
· Similarly, gold was procured from southern India, so it was difficult for the ordinary people to purchase.
· So on the basis of this classification the historians’ traced social differences.
· Faience also prepared through a complicated procedure.so where faience were found ,historians included it in luxurious category. 
16. How do the historians trace out trade link of the Harappa’s with others?                        8
· The historians are taking a lot of pain in finding trade link with the Harappa’s and others.
· Terracotta toy models of Bullock carts ,shells of Mesopotamia found from Indus valley sites and vice-versa .Distinctive artefacts of Harappa found from different regions & procurement of raw materials from different places helps the historians in finding trade links.
· To prepare bronze, they were collecting from Afghanistan, Lapis lazuli from shortugai & Afghanistan confirms their trade links with the Afghans.
· From Khetri copper mines of Rajasthan probably they were procuring copper, from Bharuch in Gujrat carnelian & from South Rajasthan & North Gujrat steatite were procured. Occasional finds of Harappa artefacts such as micro beads confirms the archaeologist that they had a trade link with South India for procuring gold.
· Besides, the Harappa’s had trade links with Omans & Mesopotamian too. The light house discovered from Lothal, terracotta models of Ekka & Chemical analyses have shown that both Oman copper &Harappa artefacts have traces of nickel. Besides a large Harappa jar painted with a thick layer of black clay has been formed from many sites. It is suggesting that probably the Harappa’s exchanged the copper with vessels.
· The Mesopotamian texts refer to copper coming from Megan perhaps a name for Oman.
· It also mention contact with regions named Dilmu, Magan & Melhua. Dilmu is identified with present Baharin & Melhua as Harappa region. Probably they were procuring carnelian, lapislazuli, copper, gold, varieties of wood etc.
· Through suktagendor, probably the inland trade was going on with Mesopotamians.
· Above all the humped bull motifs in the cylindrical shells of Mesopotamia is believed to be borrowed from the Indus Valley people. So, observing the above facts the historians are confirming the trade link of the Harappans.
17.  How do historians trace out the religious belief and practices of the  Harappans?         8
· The archaeologist used to face a lot of problems in finding out the religions believes and practices of Harappa.
·  Certain objects which seemed unusual & unfamiliar may have had religion significance.
·  Heavily jewel terracotta figurines, seals of yogic posture surrounded by many animals, cubical stone objects are some of the items which give us a glimpse of their religious believe & practices.
· Terracotta figurines found from different places has been identified by the historians as mother Goddess on the basis of ethnographic studies.
· Similarly, the yogic postures on some of the seals have been identified as proto-shiva as the images is surrounded by many animals. The Rig Vedic literature is also speaking about a God named Rudra, another name of Lord Shiva. The cubical stone objects have been classified as Shiva Linga Which is a common form of worship in present day society.
· Similarly, the excavation of “Great bath” from Mohenjo-Daro, bearded stone figure also found from Mohenjo-Daro & alters formed from Kalibangan & Lothal are identified with ritual significance probably, the Great bath was used for taking religious bath.
· During excavation not a single temple has been excavated from any of the Harappa sites. So the archaeologists believed that probably the Harappans were worshipping various aspects of nature as it was practiced in contemporary cultures.
· Above all the seals and terracotta images are also dumb and mute witness of the religions believe and practices of the Harappans.
· The unicorn depicted on seals seemed to be mythical, composite creatures, varieties of animals like jackal, crocodile, deer, elephants & snakes were probably worshipped along with sun, star, moon, rivers & mountains.
· The Burials are also helping the historians to reconstruct the religious believes & practices of the Harappans.  
18. Discuss some of the salient features of Mohenjo-Daro.                                                        8
· Mohenjo-Daro is one of the most well known sites of Indus valley.
· The most unique feature of Mohenjo-Daro & other Harappan sites was the development of urban centre.
· All the Indus valley sites were divided into two sites i.e. Eastern and Western excluding Dholavira which was dived into three parts.
· The Western part was small but artificially raised platform with endorsed high walls & the Eastern part was large with vast agricultural field and small huts.
· The Western part was the most developed part having beautiful network of roads, two to three storey buildings by using Burnt Bricks, covered drains on the either sides of the roads with manholes & large buildings & granaries.
· From Mohenjo-Daro at the centre of the city. 800m x 6m long road has been discovered, identified with main road.
· The main doors of the houses were not connected with the main road rather they were connected to a lane having 1.3 m to 3 m width.
· One of the most spectacular excavations from Mohenjo-Daro was “The Great Bath” which has inlet& outlet system, two huge wells, small rooms probably to change clothes & steps stretching to the bottom from North & South directions.
· Above all from Mohenjo-Daro, a granaries having 30 x 15m long & a public building having 30 x 30m width small benches has also been discovered which signifies the urban culture of Harappa.
19. Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow.                            6
Evidence of an Invasion
Much later, in 1947, R.E.M. Wheeler, then Director-General of the ASI, tried to correlate this archaeological evidence with that of the Rigveda, the earliest known text in the subcontinent. He wrote: The Rigveda mentions pur, meaning rampart, fort or stronghold. Indra, the Aryan war-god is called puramdara, the fort-destroyer. Where are – or were – these citadels? It has in the past been supposed that they were mythical … The recent excavation of Harappa may be thought to have changed the picture. Here we have a highly evolved civilisation of essentially non- Aryan type, now known to have employed massive fortifications … What destroyed this firmly settled civilisation? Climatic, economic or political deterioration may have weakened it, but its ultimate extinction is more likely to have been completed by deliberate and large-scale destruction. It may be no mere chance that at a late period of Mohenjodaro men, women, and children, appear to have been massacred there. On circumstantial evidence, Indra stands accused.
19.1 Which argument on the destruction of the Harappans this stanza is indicating and   
how?                                                                                                                                  2
19.2  What is Rigveda?                                                                                                              2
19.3   What could be the possible reasons for the decline of this great civilization?                2
Ans.19.1 This stanza is giving hints of foreign invasion for the destruction of the great   
            Civilization. REM Wheeler connecting it to the story of das Rajan Yudh( Battle    
            Between 10 Kings)  mentioned in the Rig Veda.
               19.2 Rig Veda is the oldest of the Vedas. It has 10 Mandals and 1028 hymns or Suktas.
· It  is an ancient Indian collection of Vedic Sanskrit hymns along with associated commentaries praising gods and goddesses. It is one of the four sacred canonical texts  of Hinduism known as the Vedas.
19.3 The great civilization might have disappeared due to natural calamities like:   
          flood, drought, earthquake like factors.
·    Spread of epidemical diseases and foreign invasion might have contributed for its   
        decline.
20. Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow.                            6
How artefacts are identified
Processing of food required grinding equipment as well as vessels for mixing, blending and cooking. These were made of stone, metal and terracotta. This is an excerpt from one of the earliest reports on excavations at Mohenjodaro, the best-known Harappan site: Saddle querns … are found in considerable numbers … and they seem to have been the only means in use for grinding cereals. As a rule, they were roughly made of hard, gritty, igneous rock or sandstone and mostly show signs of hard usage. As their bases are usually convex, they must have been set in the earth or in mud to prevent their rocking. Two main types have been found: those on which another smaller stone was pushed or rolled to and fro, and others with which a second stone was used as a pounder, eventually making a large cavity in the nether stone. Querns of the former type were probably used solely for grain; the second type possibly only for pounding herbs and spices for making curries. In fact, stones of this latter type are dubbed “curry stones” by our workmen and our cook asked for the loan of one from the museum for use in the kitchen.
 20.1 What are the two types of querns ?                                                                                         2
20.2   Why is the second variety of stone   described as "curry stone"?                                          2
20.3   Explain any two ways in which the archaeologists classify finds and the way they      
           determine the function.                                                                                                         2
Ans.20.1 The Harappans were using saddle querns & curry stones.
· Saddle, querns were made of hard gritty igneous rock or sand stone. A smaller stone is rolled to & fro to verity of grains & pulses.
· Another type of querns was also used by the Harappans for pounding herbs & spices known as curry stones.
 
20.2 The historians used curry stone for the second variety of querns because it was generally used in the kitchen to grind spices & herbs for preparation of curry.
20.3 Historians classified various objects as utilitarian & luxuries .
· But sometimes they used to find a utilitarian object made of rare materials. For e.g.- a spindle whirls made up of fiancé.
·   Similarly, the historians also face difficulties when rare objects made of valuable materials are found in large number from big city sites & rarely found in the smaller settlements.
21. Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow.                            6
The most ancient system yet discovered
About the drains, Mackay noted: “It is certainly the most complete ancient system as yet discovered.” Every house was connected to the street drains. The main channels were made
of bricks set in mortar and were covered with loose bricks that could be removed for cleaning.
In some cases, limestone was used for the covers. House drains first emptied into a sump
or cesspit into which solid matter settled while waste water flowed out into the street drains.
Very long drainage channels were provided at intervals with sumps for cleaning. It is a
wonder of archaeology that “little heaps of material, mostly sand, have frequently been
found lying alongside drainage channels, which shows … that the debris was not always
carted away when the drain was cleared”.
21.1 Which materials were used to construct the drains in Harappa ?                                            2
21.2 How can we claim that debris was not always carted away?                                                  2
21.3 Is it justified to say “certainly the most complete ancient system as yet discovered”?           2

Ans. 21.1 To construct drains , the Harappa's were using burnt bricks and mortar.
21.2  little heaps of material, mostly sand, have frequently been found lying alongside drainage channels, which shows that the debris was not always carted away when the drain was cleared.
21.3 It is undenying fact that it is the most ancient system yet discovered. Drains were nicely planned.
· The main channels were made of bricks set in mortar and were covered with loose bricks that could be removed for cleaning. In some cases, limestone was used for the covers. House drains first emptied into a sump or cesspit into which solid matter settled while waste water flowed out into the street drains.
· Very long drainage channels were provided at intervals with sumps for cleaning.

22. Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow.                            6

Evidence of a Massacre
In the 1960s, the evidence of a massacre in Mohenjodaro was questioned by an archaeologist named George Dales. He demonstrated that the skeletons found at the site did not belong to the same period: Whereas a couple of them definitely seem to indicate a slaughter, … the bulk of
the bones were found in contexts suggesting burials of the sloppiest and most irreverent nature. There is no destruction level covering the latest period of the city, no sign of extensive burning, no bodies of warriors clad in armour and surrounded by the weapons of war. The citadel, the only fortified part of the city, yielded no evidence of a final defence.
                                                              G.F. DALES, “The Mythical Massacre at Mohenjodaro”,
22.1 Who questioned the evidence of Massacre in Mohenjodaro and when?                                 2
22.2 What was his argument in support of his theory?                                                                    2
22.3 What do you mean by Deadman Lane?                                                                                   2
Ans. 22.1  In 1960s an archaeologist named George Dales opposed the theory that massacre might be a reason for its sudden disappearance.
22.2 He demonstrated that the skeletons found at the site did not belong to the same period. There is no destruction level covering the latest period of the city, no sign of extensive burning, no bodies of warriors clad in armour and surrounded by the weapons of war.
22.3 Deadman Lane is a narrow alley, varying from 3 to 6 feet in width at the point
where the lane turns westward. It is in Mohenjodaro. part of a skull and the bones of the thorax and upper arm of an adult were discovered, all in very friable condition, at a depth of 4 ft 2 in. So it is called as Deadman Lane.
23. On the outline map of India locate the following places:
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